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Keeping KY Trail Riders In Touch June 2008

The first Saturday every June is designated National
Trails Day (NTD) in the United States. On that day
every year more than a million hikers, bikers,
equestrians, and others take part in thousands of
events nationwide in celebration of America's trails.
These events include new trail dedications, work-
shops, educational exhibits, equestrian and mountain
bike rides, rollerblading, trail maintenance, and hikes
on America's favorite trails. National Trails Day is
organized nationwide by the American Hiking
Society, a national nonprofit trail advocacy group
based in Washington, DC. All events, however, are
planned and carried out at the local level by conser-
vation and recreation organizations, trail clubs, and
land managing agencies. Originally established in
1993, NTD has grown to approximately 3,000
events across the country.

Goals of National Trails Day
The objectives of National Trails Day not only
include promoting public awareness of and appre-
ciation for America's trails, but also encouraging
cooperative efforts among different trail users,
including hikers, bicyclists, equestrians, walkers,
runners and anyone else who enjoys being on
the trail. As Elkinton noted, "the attitude to-
wards National Trails Day has been so wonder-
ful, that even motorized and non-motorized
groups lay down their swords for the day and
cooperate."

In celebrating the values and benefits of our
nation's trails, a unifying idea and long-range
goal of National Trails Day is the concept of
"Trails for All Americans" -- that is, to establish
a nationwide network of trails that would link
together as part of the nation’s infrastructure of

greenways, like the interstate highway system. "The
idea of a coordinated system is a difficult objective
to achieve" notes Elkinton. "Trails come in so many
shapes, sizes, and cut across so many jurisdictional
boundaries.

The National Trails System
In recent years, NTD has started to make inroads
into our national and state park systems, with more
and more activities and programs associated with
the event taking place each year. Many of these
activities highlight America's national scenic and
historic trails, some of which are thousands of miles
in length. These trails serve as reminders of our rich
national heritage before the advent of railroads and
the highway system, at a time when people traveled
overland on foot, on horseback, or by wagon. Some
examples include the Mormon Pioneer Trail, the Ice
Age National Scenic Trail, and the Lewis and Clark
National Historic Trail, where plans are underway to
commemorate the Lewis and Clark Bicentennial.
SEE PAGE 2 FOR SCHEDULED HORSE AC-
TIVITIES IN KENTUCKY FOR NATIONAL
TRAILS DAY.

National Trails Day:  JUNE 7th
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Front Country Problems
I NEED YOUR IDEAS!

Here in Kentucky and the eastern United States, we
are faced with an ever expanding problem known as
the Front Country effect. As most trail riders in
Kentucky know, the trails are becoming ever popular
and more multi-use. This causes unique problems.
What I would like is some ideas that you feel are
problems in the front country and what you feel is a
solution.
In contrast to the expansive wilderness areas of the
west, we here in the Kentucky and the eastern states
are limited to confined areas. This creates problems
such as day parking areas, trail usage, trail heads
shared with other user groups, etc.
I will compile all information and pass on to the Leave
No Trace group and the National Forest along with
the Ky State Parks and Ky Fish and Wildlife what
you, as trail riders, consider problems here in Ken-
tucky. This information will be used to educate all
users in the front country in the principles of leave no
trace, making it a more enjoyable experience for all.
Thank you for your forethought and concern in what
we have and want to keep so all can have experience
the great outdoors as it was intended

Dennis Blackburn
Master Educator for LNT
Ky Back Country Horseman
hardrockfarm@gmail.com
859-613-2665

National Trails Day Activities
(If your activity is not here, we do not know about
it!  Please send notices of all trail activities to KHC
at info@kentuckyhorse.org.  The calendar can be
found at www.kytrailriding.com.)

MCETRA

 
Benefit Trail Ride at Mammoth Cave

National Park. For more information email
paintz77@Yahoo.com.

Morgan Co. Saddle Club Clear Creek Lake Trail
Ride, Cave Run, KY. Contact Suzette Oldfield at
606-725-4692.

Trail Work Day in Daniel Boone National Forest.
Meet at 10 a.m. Indian Creek on Forest Service Rd.
9A. Bring your horse and lunch. Contact Buck
Winburn at 606-663-5754.

Mammoth Cave Equine Trail Riders Association
BENEFIT TRAIL RIDE

June 7, 2008 - Saturday
Maple Springs Campground

Mammoth Cave National Park
The Mammoth Cave Equine Trail Riders Association
is a proud promoter of the National Trails Day in our
National Parks held on the first Saturday in June.
We are encouraging all trail riders to come and ride
the beautiful trails of Mammoth Cave National Park.
This is a benefit trail ride with the proceeds going to
MCETRA which in turn will benefit the horse trails
at Mammoth Cave National Park.
$10 per rider suggested donation for Food, Fun &
Fellowship
Registration is to begin at 9:00 am CDT& the first
ride planned to go out at 10:00 am
Food:  a catered meal by the Edmonson County
Cattlemen’s Association
Lunch will be served from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm
RSVP:  It is not mandatory; however, it is strongly
encouraged by the National Park Service.

www.mcetra.com
PLEASE RSVP:
Linda Starnes, Ride Coordinator
5618 Brownsville Road    Brownsville, KY 42210
Phone/Fax:  270-597-3429
StarnesStables@alltel.net

Trails in the Gateway Area Development District

Over the past few years, there has been an effort to
expand the trail mileage in the Gateway Area Devel-
opment District (the Cave Run Lake area).  Spear-
headed by Dr. Greg Jones and the GADD staff, the
project promises to bring jobs and tax revenues to an
area of the state whose biggest asset is the land, and
where jobs are desperately needed.

On May 21st, a number of those representatives as
well as representatives from the Lt. Governor’s
office, the KY First Lady’s office, and GADD met
for an in-depth presentation by Dr. Jones on the
economic benefits of EquiTourism.  KHC hopes this
project will be a successful model for building a
tourist economy primarily on visitors who want to ride
horses.

http://www.kytrailriding.com.
http://www.mcetra.com
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Harrodsburg, KY, May 17, 2008 – The newly
formed equestrian network that has been calling
itself the Mercer County Trail Group recently made
a bold step toward formalizing their organization.  At
a meeting on May 15th attendees unanimously voted
in favor of developing by-laws and pursuing an
affiliation with the Back Country Horsemen of
America (BCHA).

Under the leadership and vision of Emily Dennis (Big
Red Stables) and Dennis Blackburn, the
Harrodsburg group began meeting and considering
possibilities in March.  Local support and turn out
for the meetings has been overwhelmingly positive.

Several area organizations presented information to
the trail riders at the inaugural meeting which the
equine community has carefully evaluated.   Local
riders are concerned about developing and maintain-
ing trails and relationships with landowners in
Mercer County and hope to eventually become part
of a larger statewide trail system.

“The decision to become a chapter of BCHA was
just a natural progression,” commented Blackburn.
“They are proponents of education, ‘leave no trace’,
and stewardship all of which we want to emulate.”
As an affiliate of the national organization, the Fort
Harrod Back Country Horseman will seek recogni-
tion as a 501(c)3 non-profit organization which will
also enable them to apply for grants to support local
trail efforts.

The Fort Harrod chapter will be one of two BCHA

FORT HARROD BACK COUNTRY HORSEMEN TO FORM
organizations in Kentucky.  The other BCHA
chapter is based in Mt. Sterling and operates under
the title Kentucky Back Country Horsemen
(KBCH).  The Fort Harrod chapter plans to work
with other local trail groups including KBCH to
volunteer share and move toward a more unified trail
network.

Preserving access at Eagle’s Nest and formalizing
arrangements with private landowners are of imme-
diate concern to area horseback riders.

“This is an exciting time to be a Kentucky trail rider
with the signing of SB 196 and the plans for a
statewide trail system,” commented State Represen-
tative Milward Dedman.  “The development of the
Fort Harrod Back Country Horsemen is timely and
appropriate.  I fully support the efforts of Mercer
County trail riders to further develop and maintain
the trail system in this area.”

The group meets again on June 12, 2008 at 7 p.m.
at the Mercer County Extension Office.  Agenda
items include approving by-laws, nominating and
electing officials, and recruiting paid members.
Membership with the BCH group is $10 per indi-
vidual with fifteen paid members required for
application to become a BCHA affiliate.

For more information or to get involved with the
Fort Harrod Back Country Horsemen contact
Dennis Blackburn at hardrockfarm@gmail.com or
859-613-2665 or Emily Dennis at
edennis@fewpb.net or 502-330-8798.

Ohio Valley Equestrian Trails Symposium
(OVETS) June 19 - 22, 2008, Stonefort, IL
Sponsored in part by the Kentucky Horse Council,
the Ohio Valley Equestrian Trails Symposium pro-
vides a forum for educating trail riders and groups
who care about the care, maintenance and preserva-
tion of the horse trails located in the Ohio Valley,
which includes Kentucky, Indiana, Ohio, West
Virginia and Tennessee.
For more information or to register visit http://
www.kentuckyhorse.org/ovets.shtml.

Southeastern Equestrian Trails Conference
(SETC) July 31 - August 2, 2008, Charleston, SC

SETC is a conference for equestrian trails users
and those who must manage and maintain these
equestrian trails, both publicly and privately owned.
The conference serves to educate how to build,
sustain, and improve trails systems for equestrian
usage.

For more information or to register visit http://
www.southeasternequestriantrails.com/.

Upcoming Trails Symposiums

http://www.kentuckyhorse.org/ovets.shtml
http://www.southeasternequestriantrails.com/



