The Kentucky Equine Management Internship (KEMI) program is dedicated to improving the
opportunities for college students wishing to pursue an interest in the field of equine
management. KEMI offers a comprehensive educational experience for students enrolled for
academic credit through a sponsoring college or university, or for recent graduates of such
institutions.
Through the internship, students integrate academic studies with practical experience,
leadership and responsibility as a contributing participant on a Central Kentucky horse farm.
Aside from farm commitments, students are introduced into a network of equine professionals
representing multifaceted careers in the equine profession. During the first week of the course,
students participate in Orientation activities as a group. After the first week, students are
employed full-time by participating farms where they become familiar with the day-to-day
management of horses on commercial thoroughbred farms.
The Spring KEMI Session (January-June) provides students with an overview of the intensive
management practices used on commercial thoroughbred breeding operations. On a day-to-day
basis, most students will be involved in the care of pregnant and foaling mares. Some farms
may require students to participate in “foal watch” rotations and/or to help with neonatal care
during evenings and nights.
The Fall KEMI Session (July-December) students will be placed with farms that prepare horses
for commercial auctions. There are major thoroughbred sales almost monthly beginning in July.
Students gain experience in the techniques for preparing yearlings, weanlings and broodmares
for sale and have the opportunity to learn about the factors that affect the value of an individual
horse including pedigree, conformation and soundness. Students working for farms with sales
horses should expect to work extended hours during the sale.
On area farms, a typical full-time work week is 48 hours per week with one day off. In most
cases, students work hands-on with horses, however some farms may also assign
responsibilities associated with record keeping, veterinary care or farm maintenance. At least
one night each week students meet as a group for a classroom lecture, laboratory exercise or
demonstration.
For more information, please visit www.kemi.org.

